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LEFT SEAT

The Utah General Aviation Association was formed in 1998 to serve as a voice for general aviation in the State 

of Utah.  It’s hard to believe that 20 years have passed since the hangar tenants at Salt Lake International and 

U42 were fighting to keep the right to have maintenance performed on their aircraft in their leased hangars.  

The issue of maintenance e was at the heart of our banding together to form the UGAA and we immediately 

got involved in the re-write of Salt Lake City’s Title 16 which governs the Salt Lake owned airports.  Since 

the Title 16 re-write, the UGAA has been involved with virtually every change in the laws and regulations 

governing aircraft ownership in the State of Utah.  Our organization’s voice has been heard regarding aircraft 

taxes, aviation fuel taxes, State of Utah Department of Aeronautics issues, and FAA / Salt Lake City Class B 

airspace boundaries.  A great success story to be sure but our successes have only been possible because of the 

continued support of our members.

Since the day of our formation as an organization which occurred in the upstairs meeting room of the Utah 

Civil Air Patrol’s Salt Lake wing building, Betty Lou Manwaring has been our faithful secretary and a member 

of our Board of Directors.  Sadly, Betty Lou passed away in February of 2018 and her loss has been keenly 

felt by the organization and specifically the Board of Directors ever since.  As a matter of record, Betty Lou’s 

passing is the reason that the UGAA has been all but silent since last fall.  The UGAA board has had to rely 

on its other members to get the ball rolling again and get back to business which has been anything but easy.   

Unfortunately, the board didn’t realize how good we had it with Betty Lou until she wasn’t’ there to organize 

our meetings and see to it that we were keeping to our by-laws and rules.  Betty Lou will be greatly missed by 

the all the members of the UGAA and everyone else who was associated with her as she was truly a good 

friend to the aviation community.

In the spring of 2018, the UGAA was involved with the state legislature in creating, through the legislative 

process, a new position in the Utah Division of Aeronautics.  The Division of Aeronautics was authorized to 

employ an individual who will coordinate with all the airports in the state to create and maintain a database of 

resident aircraft. This list will be used to insure that all required aircraft are paying the appropriate fees 

imposed by state law. These fees will be deposited into the Division of Aeronautics restricted account for use 

in the maintenance of our public use airports.  Also, monies in the restricted account can be mingled with 

federal FAA funds to greatly enhance the State of Utah’s ability to keep our airports in top shape.  Unlike the 

property taxes Utah residents pay for real property, (tax money that is used for everything from mosquito 

abatement to the libraries), aircraft fees are as close to a user fee as can be expected, with the requirement that 

the fees  will be used specifically to maintain the facilities aircraft operators all need and use.  I admit that 

nobody likes to pay taxes but the UGAA has had a hand in the decision as to who pays aircraft taxes, how 

much they pay and where and how the money collected on aircraft is used.  In my opinion, it is a lot better to 

be able to help make the rules regarding aviation in the state than to have rules arbitrarily imposed by someone 

who is not involved in aviation and doesn’t understand the issues that general aviation faces.  In addition, our 

federal representatives have sought the Utah General Aviation Association’s input with regards to the five year 

FAA funding bill that just passed congress which, among other things, keeps air traffic control out of the 

private sector.

One of the other responsibilities that Betty Lou managed was the collection of membership dues. She sent out 

a dues request letter to every member in the fall and collected and deposited the dues paid into our UGAA 

account.   Now that Betty Lou is gone, I would like to request that every member go to the UGAA website to 

pay their annual dues which are due at this time every year.  Thanks to the encouragement of Patrick Wiggins, 

we were able to set up the ability to pay dues on the website and it is working quite well.

 Fly Safe

 Dave Haymond

 President, UGAA



Fuel Management & Flying Safety
I have a question that I would like to pose to all UGAA pilots; when is too much fuel on board a potential 

problem?  The answer to the question is usually never but there are some exceptions.  Unfortunately, 

running out of fuel continues to be an issue in aviation and the only person that can solve a potential 

problem with fuel exhaustion is the pilot-in-command.  Besides being a serious safety issue, any pilot who 

runs an aircraft out of fuel will face humiliation and possible enforcement action from the FAA.

That being said, I have experienced a few close calls with respect to fuel exhaustion when I was flying in 

the military.  On one particular mission, while flying in the southeastern part of the United States, I was 

diverted several times due to thunderstorm activity and landed with minimal fuel.  

If we fly one particular aircraft frequently, we should have a fairly good handle on its performance 

characteristics and fuel burn rates at various power settings and configurations.  For example, my 

Cherokee 140 typically burns about 9 gallons per hour but I always do my flight planning at 10 gallons 

per hour.  By planning for 10 gallons per hour, I have automatically built in an 11% safety factor.  In 

addition, I carry a home made fuel level dipstick made from a paint stir-stick so that when I’m on the 

ground, I can check the fuel remaining in my tanks rather than just depend on the fuel gauges.  While in 

flight, I keep a record of the time that each tank is used to further my confidence in what fuel is still 

remaining on board and where it is located.  There is a difference between fuel exhaustion and fuel 

starvation.  Fuel exhaustion is when there is no longer fuel on board while fuel starvation means there is 

fuel on board but for one reason or another, it is not available to the engine.  For those who fly a Cessna 

150, 172 or 182, the right and left tank selector has a “both” position but in a Cherokee, each individual 

tank feeds separately so knowing where fuel is can be just as important as knowing how much is left.

As recreational pilots, sometimes it is necessary to do precise fuel management planning prior to takeoff 

as full fuel may not always be the optimum.  As an example, the UGAA occasionally has fly-ins to various 

places in the Idaho back-country.  None of these back-country airports have fuel available so it is 

important to understand how much fuel is needed to safely get into and out of these back-country airstrips.  

If you carry too much fuel in, your airplane may not have the performance to get itself, its passengers and 

gear and the extra fuel off the ground and back into the sky.  If you carry too little in, you may not have 

enough fuel to get the airplane back into the sky and to the next fuel stop.  Familiarity with the airplane 

you fly and its fuel characteristics are incredibly important on all flights but especially in a situation when 

carrying less than full fuel is a must.  

Another subject that I would like to address is airframe ice and frost.  As winter nears and the days get 

cooler, airframe ice and frost can become a huge safety factor.  Frost or ice on a wing’s surface disrupts 

the smooth flow of air over the airfoil and reduces lift.  To the non-aviator, this might seem a silly thing 

to worry about but to the trained pilot, frost or ice on the wings or tail feathers creates a no-go situation.  

It is never acceptable to attempt a take off with a “little” frost or ice on the control surfaces.  Why do we 

know this?  Because there have been more than a few fatalities caused by pilots ignoring the frost and ice 

rule.  Most of us remember the Air Florida 737 that ended up in the Potomac River on 13 Jan 82 killing 

74 of the 79 people on board.  Frost or ice on the wings is a killer and should never be ignored.  If your 

aircraft has ice or frost, get it into a hangar and melt the stuff off.  This is the only truly safe method when 

it comes to frost and ice removal.

By Wayne Leydsman

CFI, Former U.S. Coast Guard Aviator, Former Civil Air Patrol member and UGAA Board Member

SAFETY



WHY I WANT TO BE A PILOT

When I grow up I want to be a pilot because it's a fun job and easy to do. 

That's why there are so many pilots flying around these days.

Pilots don't need much school. They just have to learn to read numbers so they 

can read their instruments.

I guess they should be able to read a road map, too.

Pilots should be brave to they won't get scared if it's foggy and they can't see, 

or if a wing or motor falls off.

Pilots have to have good eyes to see through the clouds, and they can't be 

afraid of thunder or lightning because they are much closer to them than we 

are.

The salary pilots make is another thing I like. They make more money than 

they know what to do with. This is because most people think that flying a 

plane is dangerous, except pilots don't because they know how easy it is.

I hope I don't get airsick because I get carsick and if I get airsick, I couldn't be 

a pilot and then I would have to go to work.

— purported to have been written by a fifth grade student at Jefferson School, Beaufort, SC. It was first 

published in the South Carolina Aviation News
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