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LEFT SEAT

About six weeks ago I had an opportunity to fly my biennial review with Vern Provost. We left Salt Lake International
and travelled south to Nephi to do some landing work. While enroute we had a conversation regarding the privilege
of being able to do what we were doing. Although aviation is big business and is used for everything from the
military to passenger transport and a million things in between, the opportunity to fly just for pleasure is a rare
privilege indeed. There aren’t a lot of people, comparatively speaking, who are able to bore holes in the sky just
for the fun of it.
This year there will be a host of opportunities to get together with other members of the “flying for pleasure” crowd
to enjoy some good times. In July a few members of the UGAA are planning a trip to the airshow at Oshkosh to
participate in the festivities. John Clayton is planning on flying his new homebuilt Pitts to the airshow and will be
accompanied by a chase plane with additional UGAA members on board. I don’t know whether John is planning
on entering it in any competitions but he should because it’s good enough to win. In August some of us will be
going to Idaho airplane camping on the date that the eclipse will be visible. To get the full effect of the eclipse we
will need to be further north than Salt Lake so it appears to be a good excuse to fly to one of the backcountry airstrips
in Idaho that is far enough north to get the full view. In September a group will be going to the Reno Air Races to
watch the “Big Iron” run. Of course, any member of our organization is welcome on these outings. If you haven’t
had a chance to participate in any of these fly out events in the past, this year might be a good time to start. If you
are interested, just ask.
In January I made an appointment with my AME to update my Third Class medical. Last year congress passed a
law changing the requirements for the Third Class Medical and when the new law was signed by the President, I
thought for sure that I would be able to avoid having to update my medical under the old rules. However, congress
gave the FAA several months to implement the changes and I wasn’t able to avoid a visit with my AME. I haven’t
yet researched the details of the changes in the law but can only assume the process of determining physical fitness
to fly will be easier in the future. I haven’t found that passing the Third Class Medical to be difficult but the 3 ½
hours in the doctor’s office and the $70.00 expense are annoying. Hopefully the new law will make it less expensive
in both time and dollars but only time will tell.
The UGAA board has been watching the Utah legislative docket for any aviation related bills that could affect general
aviation but so far nothing has come forward. With a lot of attention being paid to education this year it is most
likely that nothing will be introduced in 2017. Lately there has been a renewed national discussion concerning the
privatization of the air traffic control system. Privatizing Air Traffic Control would be a killer for small General
Aviation as many of you can understand. If you’ve had the opportunity to fly in Canada you know that you’re
required to file a flight plan on every flight, VFR included. At the end of a flying trip to our northern neighbor you
will receive a bill in the mail for the flight services you used. As if the current price of fuel isn’t enough to discourage
the pleasure flyer from adding to his / her hours, just add an additional bill from Air Traffic Control for each flight
to add to the discouragement. If the talk about privatization gets serious, the UGAA will add its voice to the mix
in standing against such a move. Also, every pleasure flyer out there should prepare to be in contact with their
respective representatives to voice their opposition. As they say, “if it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!”
In a sense, all the changes taking place in the aviation world only offer new challenges to those of us who fly and
we must do our best to adapt or loose the privilege. Our individual efforts in adapting will reflect how much we
really want to continue to fly for pleasure.
Fly Safe,
Dave Haymond
President, UGAA

SAFETY

By Wayne ‘Dutch’ Leydsman, CFI. Former Navy Trained US Coast Guard Aviator. Retired
CAP
A Few Thoughts on Collision Avoidance
Each year we hear of aircraft collisions and of many more “near” collisions or “near misses”. I’m sure
many of us have had those close calls and had that momentary shock go through our bodies as we realize we have had another aircraft fly within feet of our aircraft. Statistics tell us that most of these close
calls and accidents occur within the vicinity of an airport in visual flight rule conditions (VFR). We
have seen the sad results of these accidents.
On occasion we have seen two airplanes collide as they landed at the same time. It is usually an event
when a low winged aircraft lands on a high winged aircraft, where both pilots were not even aware of
the other’s presence. At other times it is a collision where one aircraft flies a straight-in approach to the
landing runway while the other is flying the proscribed pattern. The problems above can be avoided by
the following practices:
1. Being on the proper airport radio frequency and announcing your position and intentions is critical. But
assume someone may not be listening and exercise caution.
2. Follow the approach procedures per the Aeronautical Information Manual figure 4-3-2 which indicates
the best practices for airport entry and the rectangular pattern to be flown. Incidentally, just because you
are a jet or larger turboprop doesn’t give you the right for a straight-in approach at a non-tower airport,
as administrative court rulings have shown. It may be convenient, but could also be fatal!
3. Some near misses/collisions occur when two aircraft cross paths at the same time and at or near the
same altitude while traveling on cross country trips. Follow the rules for altitude regarding the direction
of flight.
4. To aid with prevention, my best recommendations is again “to be vigilant”, keep your eyes outside especially in busy airspace. Use your passengers. As part of your passenger safety briefing, have them look
around and point out nearby aircraft and inform you immediately if they feel the other aircraft they see
and observe may be a potential treat.

I remember the case many years ago when two airliners collided over the Grand Canyon. All were lost.
Growing up in New Jersey, I remember a collision between a Lockheed Constellation and a 707 over
New York City. The 707 lost a good portion of one wing and the Connie went down. It was a miracle
that the crew of the 707 made a “safe” and successful emergency landing.
When I was serving in the Coast Guard flying Sikorsky helicopters out of USCG Air Station Los Angeles at LAX, our hangar became the site of the reassembly of two aircraft that had collided over Los Angeles. One was a Twin Otter Commuter filled with passengers and I can’t recall the other aircraft. All
perished. The LA basin is indeed a very busy place. As I looked at the pieces being assembled over the
period of several weeks, I literally became ill realizing this could have been avoided and felt for all
those whose lives which were cut short. I was deeply touched by the work being done by the team of
investigators.
Another time, I met one of the flight instructors at one of the LA basin GA airports that told his story
of doing flight training over their usual busy training area with his student, when suddenly their Cessna
150 was hit from behind by the wing of an airliner on approach to LAX. The wing went under his fuselage removing the landing gear and hitting the propeller. They were in shock as they watched the airlin-
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er continue toward LAX and they were now a glider. They landed the C-150 in a parking lot on top of
vehicles. They both suffered injuries, but were alive. To make things worse, the pilot was in contact with
ATC and had received no warning! That was in the 1970’s in a busy radar environment. The jetliner had
sustained damage but landed safely, unlike the PSA 727 that struck a Cessna 172 over San Diego in the
70’s. That picture of the burning 727 diving earthward is still a grim reminder.
Many in the middle of the Salt Lake Valley remember the collision between a Metroliner in the landing
pattern for SLCIA and a Mooney that just departed out of U-42 several minutes before, where all were
lost. It was a cold, clear, beautiful January day, and I was on duty at the SLCFD. We received notification
of the accident quickly even though it was in the county out of our jurisdiction. I knew both the Mooney
aircraft owner and his very experienced instructor. He had just purchased the Mooney. It’s a day I will
never forget.
So, the moral of the story, said time and time again, be vigilant! Ensure you keep your scan outside of the
aircraft as well as inside. Today, our aircraft are filled with wonderful avionics and gadgets that keep us
plenty busy and/or perhaps DISTRACTED! ADS-B (Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast) is a
wonderful new system which will hopefully detect other aircraft as well as provide us with in-flight
weather on our GPS displays or even iPads. But it has limitations and not all aircraft will have the system.
Even after the January 2020 mandated deadline!
Being a good citizen aviator flying out of a Class B airport (KSLC), I purchased an ADS-B system last
summer. I found out a short time later that the FAA and the manufacturer realized that this TSO-approved
system had significant flaws. About 800 of us who purchased this system have been waiting months for a
resolution or fix. We were ordered to remove our systems from service immediately by the FAA because
it was deemed a hazard due to a potentially inaccurate internal WASS GPS! This was partially due to
some changes that the FAA had made after the system was initially approved. One manufacturing plant
was shut down until a resolution is approved. It appears that a resolution is now near and an approved update to the main box is hopefully forthcoming.
ADS-B will be very helpful in the future, when most aircraft are equipped with this system, but the system will still have limitations! If you are flying in the wide open spaces, other aircraft which don’t operate
around major airports may not have this system and will not be required to! This also applies to aircraft
without electrical systems. They will have additional operational and regulatory restrictions though. For
example they can operate to a maximum of 10,000 feet MSL. This will still require a “heads-up” watchful
traffic scan, even with those equipped with ADS-B.
As I wrote to the FAA, I felt we were beta testers for this upcoming revision. Hopefully, many aircraft
owners will wait before installing these systems, with the hope the price will go down and that the “bugs”
will be fixed. There is now less than three years before the imposed mandate goes into effect. If you wish
to know more about the ADS-B system and requirements/mandate, go on-line. Additionally, we may enjoy some of the benefits of ADS-B by purchasing purchase portable receivers for $300 or less!
As extra personal insurance, years ago, I purchased a simple $600 portable or mounted traffic avoidance
system which puts a 5 mile oval bubble around my aircraft and operates with other transponder mode C
equipped aircraft. If traffic is within one mile, it gives an urgent alert, “TRAFFIC NEAR!” This system
does give altitude differences between my aircraft and the other aircraft, but no directional information. In
any case it is like having an extra set of eyes. This device can tell all aboard to keep an even sharper eye
outside the aircraft!
Fly Safe, Be safe! Like driving with all our devices and gadgets, don’t be distracted and pay attention to
the most important task at hand! Aviate, Navigate and Fly the aircraft. Safety is always in your hands! As
my dad always said, “We don’t live in a perfect World.”

PAT’S CORNER
As I was driving to work this morning, I heard a report on the radio about how lower gas prices have contributed to strong sales of truck and SUV vehicles. Gasoline prices in my neighborhood average $2.19 a gallon. Unfortunately for the general aviation industry, the price of 100LL avgas is a different story. At Salt
Lake International, 100LL is available only from two full service FBOs and the least expensive is $5.41 per
gallon. At nearby Skypark Airport, 100LL is available at the self-service pumps for $4.49 per gallon. I was
shocked to learn that self-serve 100LL is $6.14 per gallon at Heber City Municipal Airport.
A growing number of airport sponsors have started charging landing fees, or increasing existing fees, to help
cover the cost of maintaining their airports. Heber City will soon charge a $4.00 landing fee for aircraft that
have a max gross weight less than 8,000 pounds. In addition to landing fees, many FBO’s charge hefty
“handling” fees if you use their facility. Yes, it’s becoming more and more expensive to fly! As a result,
many GA pilots are flying less and their proficiency is slipping. Take advantage of cost sharing opportunities and participating in safety programs such as the FAA’s Wings program, and AOPA’s Air Safety Foundation on-line video training. If you want to remain proficient, you must get out and practice!
The Utah Airport Operators Association (UAOA) will be holding its Spring Conference in St. George on
March 22-24. Airport managers from across the state gather to discuss airport management issues, FAA and
state funding, and share ideas. If you’d like an opportunity to meet face to face with Utah’s GA airport managers, better understand the challenges they face, and share your thoughts, then plan to attend. For more information visit their web site www.uaoa.org
I’ll close with expressing my appreciation for all the work UGAA leadership does to support General Aviation in Utah. As the Director of Aeronautics, I’ve appreciated their support and dedication. Thank you.
Safe Flying,
Pat
Ed’s note: Pat Morley is the Director of the Utah
Division of Aeronautics
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